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THE 20 MOST SIGNIFICANT WATCHMAKERS, PART TWO

Mr. Surprise

1964
Born in Emmental, Canton Bern, Switzerland

1985
Completed his training as a watchmaker reha-
billeur

1989
Restored historical and modern watches at
Chronometrie Bangerter in Thun

1991
Founded the firm of Haldimann Watch Atelier in
Thun

1999
Debuted the H 104 second regulator

2000

Received a patent for the free Haldimann es-
capement and presented the H 101 “Reso-
nance” double regulator

2002
Presented the central tourbillon in Basel

The Haldimann
H1 has a central
tourbillon.

By capitalizing on
the phenomenon
of resonance, the
H 101 double reg-
ulator is remark-
ably accurate.

diameter the H1's
flying tourbillon
mechanism is as

in a pocket watch

B ow in his late thirties, Beat Haldimann
| is an easygoing watchmaker who an-
: | nually debuts his latest surprises in the
AHCI booth at the Basel Fair. | first met him
two years ago, when he presented his preci-
sion double pendulum clock, and | was in-
stantly enthusiastic. Double pendulum clocks
are hardly built by every watchmaking Tom,
Dick, and Harry; to the best of my knowledge,
only two people have ever previously crafted
them: Abraham-Louis Breguet, whose clock is
owned by the English royal house, and Antide
Janvier, who made two or perhaps three such
clocks. This very small flock of double pendu-
lum clocks was suddenly enlarged with the un-
expected appearance of the Double Regulator
H 101 Resonator. Two single-second pendu-
lum movements with uncommonly good rate
performance are independently set into mo-
tion. After some time has passed, the pendu-
lums begin to influence each another (in obe-
dience to the so-called “resonance” principle)
so that a stable swinging mode evolves with
the phases of the pendulums exactly 180°
apart. Almost as though they were responding
to the intervention of an invisible spirit’s hand,

At14.14 mmin ‘

big as that found !

Haldimann
Horology
in Thun.

the two movements become synchronized
with one another and jointly perform at a very
stable rate. A precursor of this exceptional
clock was the H 104, a classical second regula-
tor with compensation pendulum and one-
month movement. Options for this wall clock
include a regulator dial, an extraordinarily ac-
curate moon-phase display, a perpetual calen-
dar and the patented Haldimann escapement
with constant force. This year, Haldimann de-
voted himself to the construction of a minute
tourbillon that he installed as a central tourbil-
lon above the dial of a wristwatch. Powered by
two barrels, this watch was visually and tech-
nically one of the most beautiful and elaborate
one-of-a-kind items shown at the Basel Fair. In
addition to crafting marvelous new construc-
tions, Haldimann also restores complicated
pocket watches, early chronographs, and a
wide spectrum of wall and table clocks. His
spacious workshop with its hoard of rare old
watchmaker’s tools is housed in a lovely turn-
of-the-century villa in Thun, Switzerland. Visi-
tors and interested collectors are welcome by
appointment.

Christian Pfeiffer-Belli



